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Every year, jor one Week, all our cladses focud on one Hpecial topic. Thir year
our theme way "Audtralial”

Have a ook inpide and yee what we dircoyered!
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Our class, B1+, has been investigating the fascinating history of Australia. We read how the continent was
“discovered” by Europeans, colonised by British Whites who transported thousand of convicts from British
prisons to construct the new country, and the native Aborigine population was devastated. Mikel and Unai
have sorted the information and written this timeline for you to easily see the important dates!

13" May 1787

The first fleet (group of 11 ships) left Britain and went to Australia. There were 1350
people in the ships, 736 of them were convicts who were taken from prison and were
going to work in the new land.

26" January 1788

Captain Arthur Philip arrived in Botany Bay with his fleet. He was now going to build
a British penal colony on the new continent

8 days later

The British move to Port Jackson to find a better conditions: water and good soil for
planting. In the following years the convicts are made to construct and build the new
city, Sydney. They build hospitals, houses, road and bridges

Following years

The British start to explore more of the land and find the aborigine people. The
British think the land is theirs and kill the Aborigine people if they fight back.

More Aborigines die because of the diseases that the British people bring. Between
1780 and 1900, they think that 90% of the Aborigines were killed.

By 1821

All convicts were given their freedom and many had prosperous positions in society.

1868
The last fleet of convicts arrived. The total number of people transported was

162, 000 men and women on 806 ships.




Letters jrom Awdtralia.

After learning about the history of the colonisation of Australia, we imagined what some people might have
been thinking through that time. Here are some diary entries and letter that we have written.

Riovwy ef av conicl
10™ Moy 1787

My name iy jehun. T'w 23 yeandy eld andi T am i prrisen because T stele an apple from awshop. T hove beenw
v prusen e 9 yeansy, T howe anethen 14 yeans legt.

H™ May 1787

A o came Te visit me tedouy. He told me aboul going te av new: continent. T weuldwt be i prisen
anymene, bul T weuld hove te wenk 12 heuns pev day. T'm bered of being hene, 36 T hane decided te go le
Uhe new continent.

13% Moy, 1787

T tock the beal this mewing. Hene there are mene than 1000 pesple, bul 736 of us ane convicts. T made

100 days latev

T dew't knew what dowy it is. T dew't knew where we ane going. The enly things T counsee are the sky and
the ocean. T (ed up with being here. T hepe land iy newu.

Qay 251 aftevncen.
Cand ahey!!! Tt iy gelling dank, cund wemust houve dinen. TUs disgusting T hope T swurine tonight!
The (inal dary of the thip.

We hanve finally avtived. TUs veuy hel hene and there ane seme stange things: cube pees, stiange animaly,
stonge vecks.

We have already stanted weorking.

1 month latev

We e weking en a veuy big bridge thal i3 made of weod. The continent, Austioliov iy umproving ast. Quu
cily, Gyndey, iy already biggev and mere beaulijul.

Moy, 1784

T havenwt wnillew hene forv av long time. T hane o beautifjul wife and ovsen. Bul my wike is nalive, 3¢ we houve
lo be hidden.



Diary of an aborigine

May 1788: I was hunting when a boat with a lot
of strange white people arrived. I didn’t know
what would happen, but I went to receive them.
They are very nice and generous. We
collaborated to construct a better city. Besides,
they have been helping me with my house.
When they have their time to relax, they come to
my house and all together we improve the house.
We drink my favourite juice, and we eat a
strange food called “bread”.

1790: We built a hospital. When we were
building it a convict had an accident. I tried to
help him, but I couldn’t, so I went to get some
plants. The plants are the best solution to any
accident. A few days later he was better and I'm
sure it is thanks to my plants. He gave me lots
of presents from Europe to say thanks you.

1791: The hospital was full of my people because
we were all feeling ill. We think it was because
of the European diseases because our medicines
couldn’t help. 90% of my people have died. We
have already finished building the city “Sydney”
and it is the biggest in Australia.

1868: I'm continuing my grandfather’s diary.
Today the last ships of convicts have arrived.
With these convicts we will build the last roads
and bridges to go from Sydney to other cities.
When we finish all the buildings, I will suggest
the convicts stay her with us. They are good
people.

Diary of an Aborigine

13" May 1788: Oh my goodness! White people
are entering my country! They have arrived in
enormous boats, like floating cities. They
carry exploding guns and metal, and we are
very scared.

10% October 1789: The White people are so
aggressive. They have stolen our important
places. They have enslaved our families. We
are dying.

1791: More and more White people arrive
every month. They are taking over our
beautiful land, destroying everything. They
don’t stop constructing buildings everywhere.

A letter home...
Dear Dad

We arrived in Australia one year ago. | miss
you everyday. We have been worRking a lot,
but how we are allowed to have free time.

Last month, after travelling through the
heat of the desert, we found “Uluru”. It is a
fascinating, spiritual place. The natives say
it has been here for 10 000 years. There are
lots of animal here that come out in the
cool of night.

| am thinking of you.

A lelterv from o conwict ...
Beawv nuum,

Se much hay happened since weleft that hevvible

A yean age we lefl Sydney, the biggest cily in
Austalicv, by hense. We wene free!

We Tvanelled: aneund the ferests, and we hove
seen manwy diggervent animals. Oneis o kanganes,
Now we hoawe discovered the lovgest coval weef. Tt
i the mesl beautiful place we hove evev seen.
you HAWE TO GEE TT!

Thene ane theusands of species of (vl and
molluacy. We ane plavning te make o company
and diving. We miss yow a Lol.

Dear mum!

Last week, | was in the Daintree Forest which we
have found in the north of Australia. It is very hot
here.

The animals are much more colourful here than in
London. We also saw the native tribe the Kuki
Yalanji. At first, we were scared but they are not
what we thought. They are kind afriendly.

We are planning to stay here for a while because
there is a lot of fresh water and food and that’s
exactly wheat we need to survive.

Love you!



Aboriginaﬂ Face Marky

LH4 spent two classes learning about aboriginal symbols and tools, and
watched a video about Uluru (an important rock and meeting place for the
aboriginal people). We then decorated masks - can you see which symbols

they have?
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Aborigivmt Moy Htone)

Our LH5 group invented some animal stories in the style of Australian
aboriginals. They painted traditional story stones to help them remember
the story. How many symbols can you see?
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ﬂloorigbw wmpom and Toofy

I Go Celter 4, we [earned about the weapons and the tooly that the ﬂborigivw
people whed.

Did you know a boomerang wasn’t just a toy? It was also
used for hunting!

Have you ever seen someone use a plastic stick to throw a ball
far for their dog to play with? Aborigines had one too! It was

called a woomera.

A woomera 1s a special stick that people used to throw their
spears further. That made 1t easier to hunt an animal that 1s
far away.

Nets were very important for catching fish and other animals.

To travel on rivers and catch fish,
Aborigines use canoes. They used
tree bark and rope to make the

Canocs.

We watched a video about the plants they used to take
with them on their canoes.

A banana plant was important for three reasons. Can you think what? Yes!

The fruat for food, the branches for construction and the huge leaves from
protection from the sun and rain.

Aborigines spoke many different languages, but none
of them were written. So, when one tribe wanted to

tell a message or story to another tribe they used

message sticks. On the message stick the painted

symbols to remember the message they had to tell.



Here are some message sticks that we designed. Can you match each stick to the

message?

Next week, on Friday, an important person is
coming to our Snake Forest. He's coming to
bring fruit and eggs.

Your island is invited to come to the meeting
place and participate in the meeting. And don't
forget to say “thanks!”

Can you bring Ginger Shampoo plant to give as
a present. We are going to give some banana
plants.

Jare and Ashley

In our village there was an important person
who had superpowers and had a very good
aim.

She could read people’s memory and she had
the best sight in the world and that was
amazing.

Her passion was to throw her boomerang, all
day, every day. That day she threw the
boomerang in the jungle, so she went into the
jungle to find it.

That was when she discovered a waterhole
connected by running water. This was great
for our people because in summer it gets very
hot. Now we have water forever.

June, Paula and Malen

It was 933 and one Australian
village had a problem. They
didn't have food and the people
were dying.

So, one day and important
person, The King of the tribe,
went to hunt animals in the other
village. But unfortunately, he
didn't see any, but he found some
new plants and took them to the
village.

The people were very happy
because with the new bamboo
plants they made weapons and
were able to catch fish in the
river.

Julen and Oinatz

One hot day in Australia, Clark was very
sad because his family and friends didn’t
have food. But Clark saw some human
and emu tracks, so he followed them.

After three hours, Clark entered in the
forest and found the emu family. There
was a man with the emus. Clark spoke
with the man, and he gave Cark a giant
emu egg. Clark went home very happy!

Jon
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Tourist guided to Audtralia’r natural parks

Our B1 group did research about some of Australia’s natural parks. They then designed
tourist leaflets to detail the wildlife there, give some travel advice, and talk about the location

of the parks.
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Awdtralian holiday)

After researching the different places of Australia, (Did you know the capital is not Sydney but actually
Canberra?) we decided to plan some trips to discover what this continent has to offer. Which one would you
choose?

Discover the Nature o Australia

On this three-stop tour you will discover the most beautiful natural places
that Australia has to offer.

Great Barrier Reef

The 12 km reef has the most amazing colours you can imagine in one
place. You will see more than 6225 species of animals.

Plan:

We are going to arrive at 11.00.

We will sail around the reef for two hours, then spend the early afternoon swimming with fish. Then we will dive
into the reef with experienced teachers.

Uluru

This is the biggest block of stone in the world, 863 metres, and is - 5y "
thought to be 500 million years old.

—
Plan:

We are going to arrive at 2pm and spend the first day in the hotel. It will
be very hot, this is the Australian desert, so bring cool clothes and a
hat.

We are going to spend the second day in Uluru National Park with a
native tribe. They are going to tell us all the history of the place.

Kakadu National Park

Kakadu is home to 2000 plant species. We can also see some of the
oldest paintings in the world.

Plan:
We are going to arrive at 11am
We will observe the birds in the afternoon, when they are active.

We will hike to the main waterfalls.

In the evening, we will take a tour with a park ranger.

(Gari and Andoni)



and CoaprTal Tour
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Refaxing in Audtralia

Ave you sfressed with (ije? Do you want fo sypend three (uxuriows weeks refaxing in Aaustralia?
Then join our Four anul prepare To dwept away!
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LeHerd to dydney viritors

Our First Certificate classes researched shopping areas and tourist
attractions in and around Sydney to advise friends or bosses about the best
places to stay. They wrote so much that we weren’t able to include all of them,
but read some of their great letters, and find out all about Sydney’s hotspots!

Dear Rob,

It was great to hear from you. It’s
been a while since we’ve talked.

| heard that you are coming to
Australia in August and | am going to
give you some tips to help you
prepare.

To start with, there are many areas to
choose from, such as central Sydney
and the eastern suburbs. Why don’t
you choose the eastern suburbs? It’s
the best option to live in, simply
because it’s a 10 minute walk to the
academy. It’s surrounded by a
centuries old park and you like your
bike as a means of transport to get
around.

And not only that, you have the old
town 10 minutes away, too, where
you can find the typical Australian
stone and houses.

Regarding the rental price in this
area, there are quite cheap
apartments for rent for €700, you
have a big room, kitchen, living room
and garage, and it doesn’t matter if
it’s summer or winter, the price is the
same.

Let me know what you think, see you
soon!

June.

Hi Rob!

| haven’t seen you for ages and | miss
you so much... When | read your
email, | got really exicted! Oh my god,
| would really love the idea of you
coming to live in the city, we would
live really close! And of course, |
would be really pleased to
recommend you a really good place
to live and also well reviewed
shopping places.

To get started, as you said, you
wanted a cheal place to live. What
are waiting for? There’s a place
called Meriton Serviced Apartments.
This hotel, in my opinion, | think you
could like it knowing what things you
like. This apartment has four (close
to five) stars, it has amazing views
and the rooms are really futuristic,
but elegant at the same time! It
includes its own bathroom and
laundry so you can wash your
clothes, because in Australiaitis
always hot. I’ve been to this
apartment some months ago, and |
loved it so much, it also has amazing
and such relaxing views, even if you
get the highest floor, the views are
still amazing. Believe me, | used to
live on the 75th floor and from there |
could see all the city! It was such a
breathtaking view, | really like it!

| hope you read this as soon as
possible, I still can’t believe that
you’re finally coming where | live!
Have a nice afternoon!

Your friend, Nora.



Dear Mr. Simpson,

| am writing to recommend you
possible things you can do in
Sydney because | read that you
need my help.

If you are looking to have a relaxed
time, you should go to Manly
Beach where you can go to the
beach or also do a lot of activities
in the water, like surfing. This
beach is located in the north of
Sydney. It is an area with a lot of
hotels and also country houses
that aren’t too expensive. As you
say you want shops near you, if
you choose the Manly Beach area,
you could go shopping at ‘The
Corso’. Itis anindoor shopping
centre that connects the Manly
Wharf to Manly Beach, and is a
place where you can buy a lot of
things, but especially things that
are connected to surfing. There is
also a coffee shop.

This area is prosperous, itis an
area with successful businesses
and a high standard of living. You
also have other things to do near
the area. The school where you are
going to work is near the area, so
you can go to relax there, and the
indoor shopping centre |
mentioned is very close, too. |
think this is the best area you can
choose in Sydney.

| hope you find my
recommendation useful,

Yours sincerely,

Telmo A.

Dear Mr. James,

| am writing to inform you about
some areas in Sydney that can
fulfill your requirements.

If | had to choose a place when my
budget is limited, | would choose
Sunny Hills. | know you will like
this place, not only because of the
prices, but there are also a couple
of schools and many shops.
Regarding flat prices, after doing
some research, | found that they
have decreased in recent weeks.

Another possibility if you are not
concerned about this place is the
Corso. The prices are a bit cheaper
and there are more free time
activities. The Corso is a leafy and
vibrant area with more pedestrian
streets than highways. That could
mke it easier to go to the school if
you don’t have a vehicle.

If you require any information, do
not hesitate to contact me.

Best regards,

Adel C.



Modern Day Experiences of Awdtralia

b the Advanced cfadd we read about dijjerent wayd yow can work and sfudy in
Awstralia. We decided o imagine that we had Faken part in an Awstralian
experience. Here are our artice).

Harvesting Bounty

Are you a student? Do you want an adventure that you'll never forget? Come to
Australia! We are recently visited Tasmania, and we have discovered the best
way to explore a new country.

Little thought had we given to what we were going to do on this island, but
when we arrived, we were instantly charmed by the beautiful scenery and
wonderful temperature. We spent the first two months picking fruit from 5 am
to 11pm to earn money to pay for our accommodation on the island. However,
what really made this place stand out from the rest is the unique work
experience we had after this.

But what did we do? We were runners for a film company which was making a
Hollywood film on the island. Never have I had such a stressful, but rewarding
job, watching the actors and film crew work their magic. Tasmania is an
absolutely stunning backdrop for a film, and it is no surprise to me that it was
chosen for this upcoming blockbuster. After a few months we had to leave and
come home again for the start of term, but I will always remember my working
holiday in Australia. You should try it one day!




The Gateway to beyond

We are a group of Danish people that believes in reincarnation and the existence of alien
life. For that reason, we decided to go to Uluru to connect with mother nature and talk
directly to her. Should you want to feel part of the universe, you can’t miss this opportunity.

One of the things that stands out is the magical atmosphere that surrounds you there in
Uluru. Not only does it make you feel unstoppable, you are also calm with the world. When
the night comes out to the Aurora borealis appears and you realize the connection to other
worlds. However, it must be said that the bad weather wasn't a positive point, it delayed us
in our ritual dance competition. In conclusion Uluru is a stunning and wonderful place to
enjoy this gateway between our world and the others.

FROGTASTIC

Last summer we had the opportunity to visit the Daintree forest. As biology
students this opportunity to visit the world's oldest rainforest was amazing. Our
goal was to study different frog species living in that unique ecosystem, but we
also enjoyed this incredible experience.

First of all, as biologists, something that really stands out was the unbelievable
number of different frog species living in the same place. I remember being a child
and going to the forest of my hometown and only finding two different species,
nothing close to the book about frogs. Another point that makes Daintree second
to none is that you are totally submerged in nature
allowing you connect with it like never before.
The idyllic waterfalls and giant trees were
mesmerizing.

It’s true that the humid climate can feel
overwhelming at times, so go prepared! But all
said and done, this natural paradise on earth is a
must for everyone!




Living remotely

As you must have realised by now, a huge part of Australia is desert. They call it The outback. In the Proficiency
class we read various newspaper articles about different aspects of living in remote areas of Australia such as The
Outback or one of the many islands off the Australian coast. For these people, online schooling, and living off-grid (not

connected to the main electric supply) or flying to the doctor is an everyday reality.

Here are some of our thoughts after having read about living remotely, Australian style.

Power to the People

Most of today's population wouldn't be able to
even last a day without energy. Can you imagine
not being able to turn on the TV whenever you
feel like it? I bet you can’t. This, as unrealistic as
it sounds, is the reality in some remote parts of
this world. 2% of Australians live remotely: in
places where the simplest things, such as fuel,
need to be transported by ship. This being
possible if, and only if, the weather collaborates.

Fortunately, King Island has left Australia in
awe by not only reducing almost two thirds of
the diesel used, but also by reducing the need for
ship transportation. All this is thanks to the
project KIREIP project, whose objective is to
make the island totally  self-sufficient
energetically, by producing 100% renewable
energy combining good weather with windy
conditions.

So far, the record is being 6 days straight
producing 100% renewable energy, and they are
trying to prolong that amount. There is no doubt
the King Island would make a global

transformation, where are they to extend this
project worldwide. People living in remote places
could access networks with ease, making lives
easier and in some case even saving them.

Patients or Patience?

Have you ever thought how lucky we are seeing a
doctor whenever we need one? This is not the
daily reality of people who live in The Outback.
10% of the people living in Australia live in the
desert, and it goes without saying, that they live
isolated from the world. One of the biggest
inconveniences, and dangers they face, is not
having access to health care unless they travel
thousands of kilometers. Our world is a far cry
from theirs, since the only way they can get
medical care is by mail plane that flies to
Brisbane twice a week run by the postal service.
Should the appointment not align with the male
plane people will be forced to travel a 14-hour or
1,200 km Road trip.

In cases of emergency people rely on The Flying
Doctors. These specially equipped planes can fly
out to attend special emergency cases but they
rely on charity donations and government aid to
survive themselves.

The next time we complain about having to wait
to see a doctor, we should think how lucky we are.



