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\Tm%rr}_obyLdi_saster happened onApril 26,1986, at a nuclear power blant in Ukraine, which was part of _
e the Soviet Union. During a safety test, something went very wrong, causing an explosion in one of the
reactors. This explosion released a lotof dangerous radiation into the air. The radiation spread over a
large area, affecting many people and the environment.

The Soviet government tried to keep it a secret at first, but soon the world found out. People living nearby
had to leave their homes and could not return for many years. The area around the reactor, called the
"Exclusion Zone," is still dangerous because of the radiation.

— Many people got sick from the radiation, and some died. It was one of the worst nuclear accidents in
history. Today, scientists and workers are stittworking to make the area safe. The Chernobyl disaster
~reminds us of the dangers of nuclear power when thingsgowrong.
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. Diary of Lyudmila
~  Kovtun, Pripyat resident

Apiy 260 1986
Dear Doy,

Yeslowday (eely (o o dieatyw o1 @ visghlmare. T waty al hoynes whew The oxplpsion
Retppened. T souy e Gachadl) riging afpove The veaclor Grow auy windowy. The whofe
uibeingy shoos, The sy slaed) To- sound. AU Gorsl, S TRowghl Rl i wway o Gore, ful

Tvo abuoays feon splumislio, Cooussed on The good i our coympmsnily. ful, Today The
axidly ingide of we v Gilling woo. Yllor. sy Gusfoaind, v sl nol howe, he workby al The
powser platd. T oanl slo worying. Ho wed To Tl wwo el To- Gugy athoud Riaw. O lopp of
(hatl, The pofiliciany are saying nolking dangorous v Rappening;, ful T cynical) afoul; .
T spend, The whofer worning Rellping orgainise Rl duwng e ouaoutlior, Tnyingy To- oo
(R, catbiw, allboughe | way lonifiad, Too-

Whatt'y veally going onl T canl ae Tig queslion oul) 68 wmy wind. 1y neighbour Tofd
we tRere'y nolfing To worry afoul, nolking, iy gound To- come afoul, and i a coupfe of
dayy oorglhing i goingg To Grish i some gossip and no: wore. She iy ftindg realfy

naUNe.

T e Wiy wugsel i willl b O, Gl Tw ol swre. T Rope Yiblor copmey Rowe soon.
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As told by Isabel and Nora
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The diary of A
Natasha Ivanov,
child evacuee

b-ast mghT afterdinnetr1 hadjus# been arguing WATH
my mum about a silly thing that | can't remember, so | decided
that | would p\ay mavrbles instead of do‘mg what my mum said.

As time went on, my eyes were closing slowly when suddenly a
storng sound frightened me. As | am very curious, | looked out the
ol window: Because of the-darkness, l-couldn-see-anything-so-l-went 1o J
bed before my mum checked on my room.

VWhen | woke up_this morning, |_heard my po.rem‘s d‘\_scus.s‘\ng
somefh\ng - | couldn't hear what it was about, but I'm sure it was
someTh‘mg rea\\y important.

Suddenly, my younger brother opened my door, he
was of the verge of starting to-cry I that
e moment, | vealised that something was wrong. | have a
s hug to calm him down, | tried to transmit to him that everything was
OK T'was so-scared though.

" In the evening, my parents told me that They had taken the decision
. of escaping T ‘\m‘\y TO y dad's fam\\y. away frorm-the danger. 'm
now in the car on the way t0 a new life.

As told by Ninbe and

Maddi
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THE DIARY OF MIKHAIL GORBUNOV,

GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL 26th April, 1986

Dear Diary,

I TOLD them, I TOLD them that covering up the problems of the reactor was a
bad idea! And now what? A nuclear disaster has happened because no one
believed me. Now, millions of people are questioning what to do and in the
next few hours, we are going to communicate the process that we need to follow
to evacuate. As I had some suspicions that this was going to happen, my wife
and son left weeks ago to Moldova. When this happened, I was sleeping. I woke
up with a call from my secretary very distressed. Before I picked up the
phone, I knew that something was wrong. My secretary told me that the 4th
reactor had explloded at Iam. We are sacrificing lots of firefighters and
police officers but they can’t deal with the radiation. It seems it is the
worst nuclear disaster that has ever happened. A midday I saw some kids
playing outside, which I don’t think is a good idea because of the
radioactivity bubble that is clearly visible above the nuclear plant. This is
one of the reasons why we, the Soviet government, shlould alert the citizens
to the seriousness of the problem.

Well, I TOLD them. I just left my resignation letter on the table of my office

and I’mﬁ ikting this on the way to meet my family again in Moldova. s e

I TOLD THEM. o \ | |\

A TOLDBY: JLINE.
DUNE AND UNA]
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DIARY OF IGOR
M/]/ ' KOVALENKO, A
Mﬁﬁ/. . Pl - @%/o@/ 2%, 1786
FIREFIGHTER

Today something really important happened. While I was sleeping,

the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant caught fire. As I am a

firefighter, I went to the nuclear plant to put out the fire throwing
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workers said they knew this would happen. However, nobody

believed them so many people died because of the radiation and

many others were evacuated.
['wasin front of the mirror and I saw myself full of fed rashesand |

_didn’t know what they were, ] first thought it was an allerey but

then I realized that it could have been because of the explosion. |

worked there during the night. Suddenly, I had a message saying
that one workmate had the same rashes and he died. I think I will be

the next one...

before and I told her that [ would die soon. She wanted to return

home, but it was too dangerous and if not she would also die. |

understood her situation but I wouldn’t forgive myself if she died

due to me. I hope she will be fine and happy.
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difficult to recover fast. We will have to achieve it ourselves because

the government is not collaborative. We have to continue helping

each other.



