
 
Castle Week  
Every year we put aside our textbooks in 
Up English, and each class investigates 
an aspect of a topic.  This year our theme 
was Castle Week.   
 
We researched different topics:  the 
different structural parts of a castle, jobs 
in a medieval castle, food that was eaten 
in the middle ages.  In other classes we 
visited famous castles online and 
remembered memorable film scenes 
(with castles).  We have even written 
dialogues between Henry the Eighth and 
some of his former wives, after looking 
into his life. 
 
And now it is all compiled here in out 
Castle Week newsletter.  We hope you 
enjoy it!  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Did you know….? 
Read on for some fascinating facts about Castles and Castle Life 
Go Getter 4 
 
Medieval Castles were built on hill tops so that they could see the 
enemy attacking. 
 
Castles were originally built using wood, but that wasn’t very 
good at protecting people from fire, so they changed to stone! 
 
Castles were often surrounded by water, a moat, for extra 
protection. 
 
Water was brought from rivers to the castles.  There weren’t any 
pipes back then! 
 
So, toilets didn’t exist either.  One person, the Gong Farmer was 
in charge of clearing the poo out of the castle!  Yuck! 
 
Of course, there was no toilet paper so people used leaves 
instead! 
 
The most important part of the castle was the Great Hall where 
the Lord and Lady received their guests.  A very special lunch was 
roasted …swan. 
 
On the subject of food, the water was too dirty to drink so 
everyone drank beer!!! 
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IT IS 1216, AND KING JOHN IS UNDER ATTACK FROM HIS BARONS AND FRENCH FIGHTERS. 
HIS CASTLE, WINDSOR, IS SURROUNDED. WE HAVE FOUND SOME DIARIES OF THE POOR 
PEOPLE LIVING IN THE CASTLE TO FIND OUT WHAT THEY ARE EXPERIENCING. MANY 
THANKS TO OUR B2 CLASS SCRIBES. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diary of one of the castle jesters (a person who entertains the king) 
1216, 9:00 AM, today is a big day, today the fight started. France is attacking our castle but it doesn't matter 
because I'm protecting my citizens. I'm hiding in the keep waiting for the king of France to meet him and flirt 
with him. My Knights are fighting very hard to win the war, we are only 20 knights versus 1000 French 
fighters. We will lose but with the new assistance of arrow loops we are winning. I can smell the defeat of 
this war and I will do anything to stop or win this war so my plan is to pretend that we are surrendering with 
a white flag but we are going to kill them when they are entering the castle. 
By Intz and Kerman.  
 
Diary of a paige in the castle (a young boy who helps the knights and looks after the horses) 
I am excited. I want to attack the enemies because maybe they will promote me from a paige to a knight. I 
live here because I clean the princess's clothes. I can smell smoke and if I look from the windows there are 
arrows flying from one side to the other. I hear shouts of the enemies because they are losing. Parts of the 
castle are broken, and if you touch them you notice that it is hot. They are attacking the big door, but us, we 
are defending ourselves by throwing hot water on them. I think that they are going to have a bad time. 
Please God, save me… 
By Nicolás 
 
Diary of the other castle jester 
Today is the 3rd of April of 1216 they are attacking us. I am a jester so I am usually happy but today I am 
really worried and scared. I generally live in the keep but right now I am hiding in the bailey next to the 
horses. I can see fire and smell horse poop which isn't very nice.  
I am only a jester and I am not very smart but I think they will break through the castle by using the bridge 
because it is not very strong on the left side. I am scared because it seems like there are many more of them 
than us and our weapons are running out. Let's just hope for the best… 
By Elene and June 

 

SEIGE OF WINDSOR CASTLE 



 
In class we did a virtual tour around Windsor Castle and 
discovered lots of interesting facts about it.  If you are 
interested in visiting online here is the link:  
www.royal.uk/virtual-tours-windsor-castle 
 
Then, in pairs we wrote recommendations for other 
castles that we have visited, in person and online! 

 
Palace of Versailles 

 
One of the most gorgeous castles in the world was built in 
1661, 19km from the city of Paris.  This castle is one of the 
most visited in the world.  Around 15 million people visit 
this beautiful and majestic buildings.  So, if you are looking 
for unique experience, there is no better place than this 
castle. 
 
A few years ago, a few friends and I decided to travel to 
France.  After having looked for some cultural places to 
visit, we finally chose this impressive palace.  The thing 
that really stood out for us were the enormous gardens 
that surround the palace.  They are so pretty. 
 
One small weakness was the King’s Bedroom.  It’s true that 
at first sight you could think that this bedroom is so glossy, 
but when you realise what happened there, you change 
your mind.  But that didn’t stop the visit being a great 
success. 
 
If you are looking for a great castle to visit, don’t waste 
more time looking.  The best option is Versailles, you’re 
going to thank us after your visit. 
P:S An extra tip that we could give you is to get your tickets 
online in advance and avoid the queues! 
 

 
 
Garazi and Julen 

Have you ever seen Edinburgh Castle?  The next time you 
go to Scotland it must be included in your plans, let us tell 
you why! 

 
 
This castle is an ancient fortress built on volcanic rock in 
the city of Edinburgh.  One of the things to highlight of this 
castle is The Great Hall.  It was built in 1511 using wood.  
It’s giant beams rest on stones carved with heads.     
 
Another thing which was second to none is the Honours of 
Scotland.  These are the most ancient crown jewels in 
Britain.  They are so majestic, and beautiful because they 
are made of gold, silver, and precious gems.   
 
If you are looking for a castle to visit, don’t miss Edinburgh 
Castle!  Iñargi and Maddi 
 

 
 
Have you ever been to Buckingham Palace?  We visited it 
last year and totally recommend it! 
 
The thing that stood out for us was the security of 
Buckingham Palace.  There are a lot of those iconic guards 
who defend the palace.  It was really impressive! 
Another thing we loved was the size of the palace.  It has 
775 rooms.  These include 19 state rooms, 52 royal and 
guest bedrooms, 188 staff bedrooms 92 offices and 78 
bathrooms.  It is just incredible!!! 
 
It’s true that there are loads of visitors, so try to go as early 
as possible to avoid the crowds! Aitzol and Manex 
 

 

Castle Visits 



 
In class we watched a video about Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots.  We discovered she led quite an eventful life 
including lovers, mysterious explosions and finally being beheaded on the orders of her cousin, Elizabeth the 
Queen of England.  Before being executed, Mary spent 18 years imprisoned in various English castles because 
her cousin, Elizabeth saw her as a threat to her and her reign. We have imagined what kind of letters they may 
have written to each other. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

 
Dear Mary, 
 
How are you doing?  I hope you’re fine.  I know you think you have been kidnapped, but it 
is for your own good.  
 
You have to understand that you were wrong when you chose the Catholic side.  I think 
you have been manipulated and have reasons to believe you also want to kill me to get my 
job as Queen. 
 
I want you to look around you, you are living in a castle with so many different rooms.  
Remember you have everything that an average person would dream of having.  So, please 
don’t be dramatic and enjoy your stay in this beautiful historic building full of 
opportunity. 
 
Yours sincerely, Elizabeth. (Nora and Garazi) 

 
 

 

Dear Elisabeth, 
How are you?  I hope you are bored in your luxurious and 
comfortable castle. 
Here, I am always in front of the window watching the horizon, 
searching for liberty, which I can almost touch and feel. 
You know that I will always be here for you and that you will 
always be there for me, so it’s time we got to know each other face 
to face, outside these walls.  That means I have to leave this 
castle, but I need your help. 
Keep in touch. 
 
The best Cousin ever, Mary (Irati and Aiora) 

 

Family or Foe? 



 
Our Advanced classes have been writing about films they have seen which involved war and 
conflict (and many castles!). Look below to see if you have seen any of these films before! 
 
Maze Runner (2014) 
‘Maze Runner’ is a film where Thomas, played by Dylan 
O'Brien, wakes up trapped in a maze. He doesn't know 
anything that is happening on the outside so they start to 
investigate how they can leave. The film was released in 
2014 but its development started when they achieved the 
rights to Dashner's novel, ‘The Maze Runner’, which the film 
is based on. Maze Runner is a film trilogy directed by Wes 
Roll and produced by Ellen Goldsmith-Vein. In the final 
scenes of the film, the gladers escape the maze only to find 
themselves in a research facility. They watch a recording 
from the leader who tells them that they were part of an 
experiment.  
Iñigo Ituarte 
 

 
Schindler's List (1993) 
‘Schindler's List’, which one six Oscars, tells the story of how 
a German industrialist changed his mind from being on the 
side of the Nazis to being a friend of and helping the Jewish 
people to escape from the Holocaust. The story is based on 
the non-fictional novel ‘Schindler's Ark’. The main characters 
are Schindler, played by Liam Neeson, and Itzhak Stern, 
played by Ben Kingsley, as his Jewish accountant.  

The most memorable scene of the film is when 
Oskar Schindler breaks out his plan of saving a lot of Jewish 
people from the Holocaust after watching how they are 
treated in the Jewish ghettos. He has a revolutionary idea to 
buy all those Jewish people to have them work in his factory 
but in the plan something goes wrong and they are sent to 
Auschwitz. But finally, he buys them again and they start to 
work in his factory. After this, he is mean but finally he 
achieves to continue successfully. The director makes a big 
impact making the film in black and white. This film makes 
me feel sad because you can see how badly Jewish people 
were treated. 
Oier Calleja 

 
 

 

 
Divergent (2014) 
‘Divergent’, which won the People's Choice Awards, tells the 
story of a futuristic city of dystopian Chicago where society 
is divided into 5 factions; Abnegation, Anity, Candor, 
Dauntless and Erudite. When children reach the age of 16, 
they have to do psychological tests which indicate their best 
faction. The protagonist of this film, Beatrice Pryor, played 
by Shailene Woodley, was born into Abnegation which runs 
the government. When she entefrs the group, a man of the 
troops called Four, played by Theo James, falls in love with 
her. Suddenly, a group of civilians overthrow the 
government and consequently a war breaks out. After many 
days of fighting, Four is taken into custody and Tris is 
ordered to be executed, but her mother Natalie, played by 
Ashley Judd, appears and saves her. Despite this, a 
commander captures Natalie while she was trying to escape 
and he finally shoots her. 
Josune Peñagarikano 
 

 
 

The Boy in Striped Pyjamas (2008) 
‘The Boy in Striped Pyjamas’ is a film written and directed by 
Mark Herman.  The film is set in World War II. The Holocaust 
drama relates to the horror of a Nazi extermination camp 
through the eyes of two eight-year-old boys, Bruno (played 
by Asa Butterfield) and Shmuel (Jack Scanlon). 
 Bruno is the son of the camp’s Nazi commander Shmuel is 
a Jewish prisoner. The most important event of the film is 
the moment when both boys enter the gas chamber, it 
shows how important both are to one another. This film was 
released in the UK on 12th September, 2008.  
Ane Baglietto 

 
300 (2006) 
‘300’ is set in Greece, where a conflict is happening between 
Persia and Greece in the year 480BC. The plot describes the 
story of the Spartan king, Leonidas (played by Gerard Butler) 

SCENES I’LL NEVER FORGET! 



and his 300 Spartan warriors against the Persian ‘god-king’, 
Xerxes I (wonderfully played by Rodrigo Santoro) and his 
army of nearly 100,000 soldiers.  
 One of the most famous scenes is when the soldiers of both 
armies fight in an open territory and how Spartans endure, 
despite the numerical difference of warriors. This film 
received a lot of prizes, such as an MTV Movie award for best 
battle, a Saturn award for the best director and many more.  
300 is recognized due to what it transmits. This film has 
shown us to not ever give up and that you can achieve 
whatever you want, without taking into account the 
impossibilities.  
Bergoi Cordero 

 
1917 (2019) 
‘1917’, which won an Oscar for best photography, tells the 
story of two boys who need to transmit a message to a base 
located near their base. The protagonist (George Mackay) 
and his friend (Dean Chapman) start their journey to 
complete the mission and go home. The director made the 
film all in one scene without a single cut. This gave the film a 
good image because you can appreciate all the things that 
were happening during the war. One of the most memorable 
scenes comes at the end of the film when the protagonist 
sits down looking at the countryside, remembering his 
journey and hoping that he can go home as fast as possible. 
This scene gives you inner peace after all the blood, 
tragedies, casualties and wounded that you see during the 
film. 
Ander Fresco 

 
 
 

Hacksaw Ridge (2016) 
‘Hacksaw Ridge’, which won two Oscars and 10 AACTA 
awards, tells the story of World War Two and the 
experiences of Desmond Doss, an American pacifist combat 
medic who as a 7th Day Adventist Christian refused to carry 
or use a weapon or firearm of any kind. Doss became the 
first conscientious objector to be awarded the Medal of 
Honor for service above and beyond the Call of Duty during 
the battle of Okinawa.  

 
The principal character, Doss, is played by Andrew Garfield. 
He is very famous because of the Spiderman film. The film's 
budget was $40 million and finally at the box office earned 

$180 million. The film was released in the United States on 
November 4th 2016. 
Iñigo Iriondo 

 
300 (2006) 
‘300’, directed by Frank Miller and Lynn Varley, is a film in 
which the story of the Spartans is told. Leonidas who is 
commander of the 300 soldiers from Sparta is forced to lead 
his army to the war against Persia. In addition, their allies 
denied to support them so the Spartans will be involved in 
an extreme situation. This fiction film has received more 
than one award and we could suppose that it is set in the era 
of the start of the Roman Empire due to the helmets and 
shields they use. Meanwhile, the most memorable scene for 
me is located at the end of the film when Leonidas throws 
Jerfes the spears and almost kills him. Consequently, it is the 
part where it changes your feelings. 
Inhar Calleja 

 
Unbroken (2014) 
‘Unbroken’, which won seven Oscars and was nominated for 
another 16, tells the story of an Olympic athlete (Louis 
Zamperini) played by Jack O'Connell and his peers who get 
arrested during World War Two by the Japanese army and 
the torture they suffer for two years. 
This spectacular dramatization is based on a book called 
‘Unbroken: A World War Two story of survival resilience and 
redemption’ written by Laura Hillenbrand. 
There is a moving scene in which the protagonist, Louis 
Zamperini, is in the prison where he is forced to carry some 
extremely heavy boards. After accidentally dropping one 
onto the floor, the prison guard beats him up. Despite that, 
the poor prisoner summons inhuman power and manages to 
lift the board.  
This amazing film made me feel sorry for him, the 
protagonist, because at the end they showed that the film is 
based on a true story, and, as I am an empathetic person, I 
ended up feeling bitter. Anyway, I would definitely 
recommend seeing this film as long as you can handle 
watching someone else suffer. 
Nerea Ostolaza 
 
Saving Private Ryan (1998) 
‘Saving Private Ryan’ is set during World War Two, 
specifically the invasion of Normandy. This film was directed 
by Steven Spielberg. The plot starts when the brothers of 
Ryan are killed in the war. The commanders decide to let him 
go to his house but he is not there; he is on a special mission 



with the forces. So they ask the captain (Tom Hanks) to look 
for him with some other soldiers to find Ryan (Matt Damon).  
They have to get through some problems as they are in a war 
against Germans. For example, a soldier who was with them 
is killed by a sniper and another one finds another soldier 
called Ryan that isn't the one they are looking for. Finally, 
they find a friend of Ryan and he says that he is protecting 
the bridge . 
When they arrive to the town, Germans have besieged the 
town. Consequently, the troops of the US blow up the bridge 
but Captain Miller gets injured due to the explosion. Ryan 
gets closer to Miller and he says ‘earn it’ when he dies. That 
is the most memorable part of the film. This film makes you 
feel as if you were in the war since it shows you a reality that 
isn't seen in other films. 
June Aretxaederra 

 
Unbroken (2014) 
‘Unbroken’, which was nominated for three Oscars, tells the 
story of an American Olympian and army officer, Louie 
Zamperini (Jack O'Donnell at his best). This film is based on 
a real story that happened in the Second World War. Louis 
Zamperini survives in a raft for 47 days after his bomber 
ditches in the ocean before being captured by Japanese and 
being sent to a series of prisoner of war camps. When they 
arrive in the camp for the war prisoners, a Japanese general 
called Mutsuhiro mistreats Zamperini and this film is an 
example of overcoming because he continues working even 
if he is injured until the end. One of the most memorable 
scenes of the film is when Zamperini raises up a bar of iron 
while he is getting hurt by the Japanese generals. This film 
makes you feel sad because you see things that no one 
should suffer and in the end with the end of the war you feel 
happy because Zamperini gets back home. 
Unax Etxeberria 

 
 

The Lord of the Rings Trilogy (2001-2003) 
‘The Lord of the Rings’ won more than 20 Oscars and tells 
the story of a Hobbit who has a mission to destroy Sauron's 
ring, the ring to control everything and everyone. A Hobbit, 
Frodo, starts a trip from his little village to Mordor where he 
has to destroy the ring.  
Halfway, he comes across elves, dwarves, witches and wars 
and he just has a small sword to use against enemies. 
Besides, his allies Gandalf Legolas and Aragorn are going to 
be always helping him. Once he arrives to Mordor, he is 
already in the volcano to destroy the ring when suddenly 

Gollum appears, the previous owner of the ring. The scene 
becomes so scary and tense which probably is the best scene 
in the movie. However, the film makes you think and 
increase your creativity making you believe in fantasy and 
re-creating your own worlds. 
Peru Arzelus 

 
Pirates of the Caribbean: At World’s End (2007) 
‘Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End’, which was only 
nominated for two Oscars, is the third film of the saga. A 
young pirate sings the song for the Union of the Brothers 
assembly. Lord Beckett (Tom Hollander) is trying to end 
piracy in the Caribbean sea. A group of famous pirates, 
pirate Lords, are meeting in order to decide what to do with 
the British expansion.  
In the assembly we can see nine pirate Lords really 
extravagantly led by the incredible character of Jack 
Sparrow's father, performed by the legendary Keith 
Richards. One of the most famous and memorable scenes is 
when you see nine pirate ships in front of the British Army 
and it's exciting how they defeat them with powerful 
cannons and sharp swords. The film is a fantastic example of 
strength and resistance. The final battle makes me feel that 
pirates were much better than we thought. 
Alex Etxeberria 

 
Brothers (2009) 
‘Brothers’ tells the story of an American soldier that has a 
plane crash and the Taliban take the survivors with them. 
The main character, Sam Cahill (Tobey Maguire), is with the 
Taliban. The commander thought that he had died so he tells 
the family. At that time, Sam's brother, played by Jake 
Gyllenhaal, is spending time with Sam’s kids and with his 
wife (played by Natalie Portman).  
The film is based on an epic poem written by Homer. Tobey 
Maguire was nominated for the Golden Globe Awards. The 
most iconic moment of the film is when Sam realizes that his 
brother has been sleeping with his wife so he loses his head 
and starts breaking the kitchen. Then his brother appears 
and Sam points a gun at him. The police arrive and Sam 
points the gun to his head. ‘Brothers’ makes you feel sorry 
for Sam because the war leaves him like a maniac. 
Oihan Etxeberria 

  



 
 
 
 
 
  

Ghosts From the Past 
Henry VIII was King of England from 22 April 1509 until his death in 1547. We researched 
his life and discovered some interesting facts.  Did you know that he had six wives?  Or 
that two of the relationships ended in divorce, two of the wives died of natural causes 
and two were executed on Henry’s orders for committing adultery and treason? 
 
 We thought it would be fun to write a dialogue between Henry and the ghosts of his 
past as he lies on his death bed. 

Enter Catherine of Aragon, Henry’s first wife who was forced into divorce.  They had 
one daughter together, but never a son.  
 
Catherine:  Hi, my love!  
Henry:  Who is there?  Jane?  
C:  Don’t you remember me after 20 years of marriage? 
H:  Catherine? What do you want? 
C:  Revenge. 
H:  What do you mean?  
C:  You changed me for that adulteress. 
H:  You are not wrong.  But, that happened in 1533.  Get over it! 
C:  How could you say that?  I loved you! 
H:  Don’t be a hypocrite, you never loved me.  You just wanted to be the Queen. 
C.  I gave you everything? 
H:  Everything.  Except a son. 
Dramatic silence 
H:  You don’t know what to say, because you know it is true.  If you had loved me, you would have 
given me a son. 
C:  Oh!  Look at you being so insensitive, who would have said you’d have turned into this horrible 
mess. 
H:  Look at yourself in this mirror. 
C.  This is from me and our forgotten daughter.  Your time is over, Henry. 
 
 

 



 

 
Mikel, Ander, Oier, Unax,  
Maria and Mariel 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anne Boleyn enters the room.  Henry made England break away from Rome so 
that he could divorce Catherine and marry his true love, Anne Boleyn.  The 
marriage didn’t last long and after Henry charged her with adultery and treason. 
 
Anne:  Hi Henry!  How are you? 
Henry:  Well, I am about to die, but thanks for asking. 
A:  Do you remember 19th May 1536 
H:  No.  Why? 
A:  You killed me that day. 
H:  Oh yes!  It’s true!  How is your brother?  He died, didn’t he? 
A:  You killed him! 
H:  I know, I remember well. 
A:  Well, you will see him in hell. 
H:  Don’t worry, you will also be there after what you did! 
 

Finally, Anne of Cleaves visits Henry.   
   
 
Anne:  Hello, you unfaithful King!  You don’t look so well.  Do you remember me?  

Some years ago you sent that man to Germany to paint beautiful women and help 

you find a wife.  You fell in love with my portrait and sent for me to come all the way 

here to this dreadful country and live with you.  But then, when you saw me in the 

flesh, you couldn’t believe I was the same woman and called me the Flanders Mare.  

we married on 6th January 1540 only for you to leave me a few weeks later. 

 
I hope you die in the worst way.  It’s all you deserve. 
 

 





 













 

Read on for 
information about 

this year’s  
May Day Festival! 













 

 
Read on if you are 

looking for a job  
 












